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MR. ROBERT KEELEY, AS INNOCENT LAMBKIN. 





In giving a brief account of this celebrated 
actor, as he is so well known, it will be 
better to begin in the usual way. Without 
further comment or preface, Robert Keeley 
is one of the least in stature, though not in 
his own estimation, of the male members 





of the British stage. He was born in the 
year 1793, of respectable parents, at No. 
3, Grange Court, Carey Street, Lincoln's 
Inn Fields. He was apprenticed to a 
printer, and was always addicted to thea- 
tres. He made his first appearance as an 


' 


—e 


i 
‘ 


ae ere 








———— 





ing his services to a beneficiare to sing the 
celebrated nautical song, “ The Bay of 
Biscay, 0!” Here Bob shewed a heart of 


stamina, but getting very nervous he stuck 
>] dD oD 


fast, and looked wildly round, more like 
Octavian than a British sailor. However 
to return t> his former occupation was out 
of the question; he made an acquaintance 
with some actors at the Richmond Theatre, 
and tried his fortune there for some time ; 
the season ended, and he became ac- 
quainted with Mr. Brunton, of the Nor- 
wich Theatre, and here he strutted for a 
short time, and other provincial towns; 
after which Mr. H. Beverley, of the Queen’s 
Theatre, engaged him ; also Elliston, who 
at that time was lessee of the Olympic in 
1819. Elliston became lessee of Drury 
Lane, and here Bob became a decided fa- 
vourite with the town. He has fulfilled 
various engagements on the London boards 
from the above period, and is an established 
favourite. Long may he continue to be so! 








METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 





PRINCESS’S. 

A new singer has appeared here within 
these few days, of the name of Herr Mengis 
in Flowtos’ opera of ‘ Leoline;” he has a 
pleasing voice, which may be considered a 
barytone, he acquitted himself in a most 
satisfactory manner, and showed consider- 
able skill and judgment both in his singing 
and acting throughout the opera, and at its 
conclusion was honoured by a call before 
the curtain. Mr. C. Braham continues to 
play his original character Count Adelmar, 
and sings the music allotted to him in a de- 
lightful strain. Miss Poole was as charm- 
ing as ever in Leoline. We are very sorry 
to find a contemporary in the Sunday Times, 
eternally finding fault with Mr. H. R. Allen, 
a singer in this establishment, every one 
knows (who is in the habit of attending 
this theatre) the qualifications this artist 
has as a musician, we admit his power of 
voice is limited, but it is admirably well 
suited for this theatre; we have no tenor 
singer, either native or foreign, that sings 
with greater feeling and judgment, indeed 
no pub.ivation has spoken in higher terms 
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amateur at the Surrey Theatre, volunteer-|of him than the Sunday Times till very 


‘lately, and we can only account for their 
observing that Mr. Allen bas lost what little 
| voice he had, because another artist may be 
substituted for him, certainly a rising one, 
| who appeared at Covent Garden, during the 
| management of Mr. Bunn, and a relation of 
Miss Romer. The Pantomime attracts as 
it did from the commencement. Mr. Flex- 
more the clown, may be considered the 
Prince of Pantomime. 
SADLERS’ WELLS- 

Shakspeare’s “‘ King John,” continues to 
fill the house every night, and seems to in- 
crease in attraction each night of its repre- 
sentation. Mr. Phelps is favoured by a 
unanimous call of the audience at its con- 
clusion. Miss Glynn has increased in public 
estimation ever since she has appeared in 
this play; indeed the whole strength of the 
company is put forward, and it is most 
efficiently cast which will be acknowledged 
when we refer to the names of G. Bennett, 
H. Marston, G. K. Dickinson, Hoskins, 
Younge, Scharf, Graham, Miss Glynn, 
Huddart, Mrs. Marston, &c. The panto- 
mime has had a run a week above the 
usual time, having been before the public 
for seven weeks ; it is now withdrawn and 
has made room for another clever actress 
in the afterpieces, Miss Murray from the 
Olympic, who made her first appearance on 
these boards on Monday night in the ad- 
mired farce of the ‘‘Queen’s Bench,’’ and 
acquitted herself very successfully. 

OLYMPIC. 

A very clever and amusing little piece, 
translated from the French, entitled, the 
“Hemlock Draught ” has been produced 
hers, it was perfectly successful. The ap- 
plause at the fall of the curtain was very 
eneral, Mrs. Stirling and Mr. Leigh 

urray having been called tor, appeared 
before the curtain to receive the con- 
gratulations of a very numerous audience. 
After the play the little domestic drama of 
“Monsieur Jacques” was performed, for 
the purpose of bringing before the public 
Mr. Benjamin Barnett, a brother of Mr. 
Morris Barnett, the original representative 
of the character of Monsieur Jacques, which 
had obtained unparalleled popularity by his 
acting in it. The new aspirant for thea- 
trical honours, though not unused to the 
stage, has never, we believe, spoken a line 
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upon the boars; his great success in the 


part is therefore the more surprising. It 
was an exceedingly clever realisation of the 
character in all its phrases. The simplicity 
of the poor old emigre, his contentment under 
privation, his fortitude in sorrow, the 
glimpses of humour, and the clouds uf men- 
tal darkness that roll across the memories 
of his; past life, were rendered with wonder- 
ful truth, energy, and dramatic feeling. 
SURREY. 

Egerton Wilks’s very celebrated drama, 
entitled ‘‘ Woman’s Love or Kate Winsley 
the Cottage Girl’? has been revived here 
together with the same author’s popular and 
well known farce of “The Captain is not 
Amiss.” Both appear to“ have met the 
success with which they are usually greeted. 
Another revival we have to notice is tfaines’ 
melo drama of “ Rattlin the Reefer’? which 
has also met with a very fair share of suc- 
cess. The house has been well attended, 
but we miss Miss Lebatt who appears to 
have seceded from the theatre. 

QUEEN’S. 

Mr. J. C. James the manager took his 
benefit on Wednesday last, the performance 
commencing with ‘ Hamlet,” on which 
occasion Mr. Henry Betty enacted the 
noble Dane; this rising actor looks the 
part admirably, his figure puts us in mind 
of the late John Kemble, whom we can 
well remember forty eight years ago. We 
have had frequent opportunities to speak of 
this actor, and we have no reason to alter our 
opinion on the present occasion, and to state 
further, although we are not in the habit of 
making comparisons, that it is a far more 
effective performance than that of Mr. C. 
Kean’s. His scene with the Ghost was 
beautifully conceived, and the applause that 
followed proved the audience felt the force 
of it ; the chamber scene with the Queen was 
a powerful piece of acting, and fully justifies 
us in the observation we have before made. 
Mr. Harvey’s Polonious was a chaste and 
clever performance. How is it that Mr. 
Webster at the Haymarket does not avail 
himself of this actor’s services, instead of 
forcing Tilbury in parts he is not qualified to 
fill. The Grave Digger of Manders deserves 
credit for its chasteness and humour, it was 
by no means overdone which is frequently the 
case. The house was very good and the 
audience very respectable. 





STANDARD. 
A well attended house is almost invariably 
to be seen here, and in truth to tell the 
industrious and clever manager, Mr. Doug- 
lass, fully deserves the ample patronage he 
duly receives. New pieces (some of them 
possessing much merit) are constantly 
produced, placed well upon the stage, and 
also very well acted, especially by Mrs. Hon- 
ner and Miss Terry. The latest revival has 
been Wilks’s drama of ‘The Crown 
Prince” which has been acted the last 
night or two with great applause and 
laughter. 

DRAMATIC INSTITUTE, 

GOUGH STREET. 

On the 6th inst. “ Macbeth”’ was pro- 
duced here with very satisfactery results. 
Mr. Parker’s ‘ Thane’ was a marked im- 
provement upon his former efforts although 
in the banquet scene he lacked intensity. 
A rapid change has latterly taken place in 
this gentleman’s performance. His former 
stilted, crude, and puerile style, has been suc- 
ceeded by an originality of conception and 
facility of which proves him to be a thinker 
as well as a worker. His bye play is now 
we conceive judiciously introduced, ard 
therefore having successfully crossed the 
Pons Asinorum we may confidently look 
forward to a more progressive improvement. 
Macduff by Mr. Hankhurst, does not call 
for any particular remark. Mr. Milford’s 
Lenox and the Bleeding Officer of Mr. 
Langham deserved notice for their general 
propriety. We had almost forgot to men- 
tion that the manager played Banquo with 
his usual carefulness. The remainder of 
the male characters were indifferently sus: 
tained with the exception of Miss Mary 
Huddart’s Hecate, who threw a wildness and 
rapidity of action and gesture which had 
assimilated with all we hal ever conceived 
of the character. Miss Fitzwarren displayed 
considerable intelligence as Lady Macbeth, 
and by a judicious treatment of her voice 
succeeded in sev ‘ral of the most energetic 
parts of this difficult character. “ Katha- 
tine and Petruchi»” concluded the enter- 
tainments, Mr. Mur and Miss Marsh per- 
snifying the ‘ model couple’ of Padua ina 
most amusing manner; Mr. Shepherd 


rather over-did the part of the Tailor, 
but Miss Routledge 
Curtis. 


made a very pert 
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GORRESPONDENCE, 





E. B.—We beg to acknowledge the receipt of his 
letter with thanke, 


James TRRE.—We recomend him to take the advice 
of Mr. G. Bennett of Sadlers’ Wells, 


A Reaper.—Almost every play or dramatic work» 
may be got at Harris Bookseller, Bow street, 
Covent Garden. 


A PLayGcoER.—Will you inform me who is the 
prompter at Sadlers’ Wells. Mr. Williams is the 
principal, but there is an under prompter be- 
sides. 


T. B. Srocker.—Your request shall be complied 
with in our next. 
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THE LONDON THEATRES. 
SURREY. 
(Continued from page 39.) 

Mr. J. C. Crest was the first manager 
of the new theatre, and so continued to be 
until 1809 when Mr. Elliston became 
lessee, that celebrated “Duke Aranza ” 
emigrating from “Old Drury” to St. 
George’s Fields. Elliston made various 
alterations in the establishment. He 
turned “ the Ride” into a pit and bestowed 
@ new cognomen upon the building, giving 
it the name it has ever since retained, viz. 
“the Surrey Theatre.” In the hands of 
this gentleman it remained until March, 
1814, with varied success, when he relin- 
quished the speculation, and Messrs. Dunn 
and Co., became lessees, reopening “ the 
Ride,”’ and restoring the theatre to its 
former scale and system of performances. 
This lasted until 1816, when the late 
Tom Dibdin became manager, and com- 
menced his first season on the Ist of July, 
in the year already named. Under the 
sway of the new lessee this theatre remained 
for nearly six years, when “ poor Tom” 
succumbed to adverse circumstances, and 
retired from the speculation a great loser, 





and, truth to add, a great debtor as well. 
During the time Mr. Dibdin was manager 
many subsequently popular pieces were 
produced, including ‘ The Heart of Mid 
Lothian,” which caused the theatre to be 
thronged for many weeks, and many 
popular actors and actresses appeared ; 
among the latter were Miss Copeland, now 
Mrs. Fitzwilliam, Mr. Huntley, Mr, Cob- 
ham, Mr. Fitzwilliam, Miss Hatton, Miss 
Bence, Mrs. Brookes, and many other 
very clever performers, some of whom 
have long since “ shuffled off this mortal 
coil.” Mr. T. Dibdin was succeeded in 
management by Mr. Watkins Burroughs. 
At this period the great “ hit” of the 
theatre was a dramatic version of and 
called “ The Fortunes of Nigel,” which 
filled the house for a lengthened period. 
It was written and arranged for the stage 
by Mr. Fitzball, being that (subsequently 
well known) author's first dramatic effort. 
It was mainly supported by the represen- 
tatives of King Jamie Nigel and Trapbois, 
dubbed in an epigram of the time—the 
three B.’s :—these gentlemen were Messrs. 
Burroughs, Buckingham, and Bengough. 
Mr. Bengough acted Jago to Kean’s 
Othello with great effect a short time pre- 
viously, and Buckingham, afterwards so 
well known as a comic singer at Vauxhall, 
performed the miser rapbois with great 
skill. Buckingham died some six months 
back, we fear in unfortunate circum- 
stances. Mr. Watkins Burroughs was 
succeeded in the management by Mr. Am- 
herst, who, in his turn, was speedily 
followed by Mr. Williams, who com- 
menced his first season in 1822. ‘This 
gentleman who was commonly called 
“ Ham and Beef Williams” for his being 
proprietor of a well known eating house in 
the Old Bailey, signalised himself in his 
first season by producing a melo-drama 
founded upon the murder of Weare by 
Thurtell, and in which the horse and gig 
used by Thurtell to convey his victim to 
the fatal spot, were absolutely exhibited 
on the stage. This revolting spectacle 
was however very shortly afterwards put 
a period to, by a rule of the Court of 
King’s Bench, the accused man not having 
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then been tried. Nor was this all, for the 
Surrey Magistrates, in whom was then 
vested the power of licensing the theatre, 
threatened the proprietor with their heavy 
displeasure, if such proceedings were per- 
severed in. In 1824 Mr. Johnson became 
lessee, but “ Ham and Beef Williams ” re- 
sumed the management shortly afterwards 
though only for a brief period, as we find 
Mr. Honeyman manager in 1825 when he 
commenced his first season on Easter Mon- 
day. Very shortly afterwards, Mr. Ellis- 
ton resumed the managerial throne, and in 
the latter end of February 1823, Mr. 
Osbaldiston made his first appearance here, 
before the curtain as leading actor, behind 
it, as stage manager as well. In both 
these capacities, this gentleman was emi- 
mently successful, becoming immediately 
a first rate favourite with the public as an 
actor, while his gentlemanly demeanour 
secured alike the respect and the friend- 
ship of every professional person connected 
with the theatre. As this gentleman is 
now so well known to the public, we ma 
as well record the fact that his first appear- 
ance before a Metropolitan audience was 
at the Haymarket Theatre, where he made 
a most successful debut in the part of Rolamo 
in the drama of “ Clari.” Upon the death 
of Elliston, Mr. Osbaldiston became ma- 
nager (Mr. Charles Elliston having filled 
that post for a brief period after his father’s 
death) and commenced his first season at 
Christmas 1831. The subsequent career 
of the Surrey Theatre will be in the re- 
collection of our readers, a very short 
summary will therefore be amply suffi- 
cient. In 1834 Mr. Osbaldiston seceded 
from the management and was succeeded 
by Mr. Davidge, who at the very com- 
mencement of his managerial career made 
a most decided ‘hit,’ in a drama written 
for him by Egerton Wilks, entitled “The 
Seven Clerks.” Mr, Charles Hill (now in 
America) was the stage manager, and Mr. 
W. Smith (recently deceased) for several 
years so great a favourite with the public 
as a comic actor, made his first appearance 
here. The brilliant success which attended 


the management of Mr. Davidge, will be! 





remembered by our readers. Upon the 
death of this gentleman he was succeeded 
by his widow, *and she in her turn by her 
brother-in-law Mr. Kerschner, who has 
recently abdicated, and Mr. Shepherd in 
conjunction with pretty Miss Vincent now 
rule the destinies of our favorite Surrey 
Theatre. W. 


———— oor 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


WHEN ARE WE TO HAVE A FIVE 
ACT PLAY? 

Sir,—Am I right or wrong in stating 
that no new five act play was produced at 
any of our theatres during the past year? 
If my memory holds goods, there certainly 
was none, Mr. Lover’s play of the “ Wife's 
Secret,” was brought out at the Haymarket, 
at the close of the year 47, I think; and 
therefore, cannot be reckoned amongst the 
productions of the year 48. And even if 
produced in the year ’48, we can scarcely 
regard it as a new play, but rather, although 
the composition perhaps of an Englishman, 
as an importation from America, where it 


Y|had been played and gained much success 


many months before its appearance in this 
country. The reflection upon the paucity 
of five act plays which have appeared in 
this country during the last few years, has 
occasioned me to pen you “ these presents,” 
and to head my letter with the question 
above written “ When are we to have a new 
five act play?” Iuse the term “five act 
play” not because I have any particular 
partiality for five acts, or am so absurd as 
to think that a work in three acts, may not 
contain just as much beauty of language, 
eloquence, and depth of feeling, as a play in 
five; but as a distinguishing mark which 
to separate the species of play 1 mean from 
the quantity of three act balderdash, com- 
posed of translating, begging, borrowing, 
and stealing, of which unfortunately there 
is never any lack, and which generally con- 
fine their ranting rubbish to three acts, 
rarely being presumptuous enough to en- 
croach upon the attributes of legitimacy or 
to overwhelm their audience by dividing the 
atrocities combined in their concoction into 
five acts. I real.y think it is a matter of 
shame and disgrace to this country, when 
we consider how very few new plays of merit 
have been produced of late years, and how 











ot TUE 
very much a-head of us is America in tiiis 
respect. Why even now, at one of our 
theatres, the work of an eminent American 
actress and authoress, a work too of very 
considerable merit, is enjoying a very suc- 
cessful career. Why at no English theatre 
is there no English modern production doing 
the same thing ? The question is difficult 
to answer. Surely no one will be bold enough 
to assert, it is because America is before us 
in literature and political composition ? I 
trust that by inserting this letter in your 
valuable journal you will give it a chance of 
mecting the eye of some metropolitan mana- 
ger, who may find his conscience sufficiently 
pricked by it, as to induce him to look 
about him for a new five act play or comedy : 
doubtless too many neglected manuscripts of 
real merit too, could be found were any 
thing like a search instituted or a premium 
offered. For it is to managers that the 
public must look for the productions of such 
works, and to Mr. Webster the manager of 
the Haymarket Theatre, who makes his 
special boast, that his theatre is the first 
and only one devoted to the performance of 
the legitimate drama, and basks so joyously 
in the sunshine of royal patronage, it must 
look in particular. And yet since his thea- 
tre has opened he has done little for the 
advancement of that drama whose benefit 
and advantage is so much his boast and his 
watchword. A Christmas burlesque, a farce 
taken from the French, and a drama in two 
acts, one of the poorest that ever emanated 
from the pen of Diou Dourcicaults, are all 
the productions his theatre has given to the 
world since its opening in October, and we 
are now in the middle of February. He 
has given us some judicious revivals cer- 
tainly, but in them, although the leading 
parts were certainly well, the subordinate 
were most inefficiently filled. When will 
he present to the world a new five act play 
or comedy? At Sadlers’ Wells, necessarily, 
from the extremely moderate prices, (one- 
third of the Haymarket) the large expences 
of the very efficient and meritorious com- 
pany assembled there, and the costliness of 
the dresses and scenery with which every 
revival, and indeed every play presented 
there, is accompained, a new play must be 
looked forward to as a rara avis. Indeed 
the wonder is that at so small a theatre, 
the manager can do what he does. Yet 
have some very excellent original plays of 
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the Rev. Wm. White’s been produced there, 
and in the number, judiciousness and splen- 
dour of his revivals, the Islington manager 
far surpasses his more pretending and assum- 
iug rival in the Haymarket. When we 
look at the number ot French plays, trage- 
dies, comedies, vaudevilles, &c., which the 
newspapers tell us have been produced at 
Paris during the past year, when riot, blood- 
shed and confusion have convulsed that 
great city, enough one would have thought 
to have paralyse-| every exertion akin to the 
progress of the fine arts, literature, aud the 
drama, and then turn to what has been the 
productions of our stage during the like 
period, but with us a time of peace, and com- 
parative prosperity, the prospect is as aston- 
ishing, as it is disheartening. 

I will not at present occupy more of the 
patience either of yourself or your readers 
by dwelling longer on this subject, though 
at a future period I may be troubled to 
return to it.—I am, Sir, Yours, &c., 


(To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal.) 

Sir,—-I beg to hand you for insertion the 
following extract from a letter I have re- 
ceived from America, which no doubt will 
be interesting to your readers.—E. B. 

(!XTRACT.) 

« Amongst other things of interest, I may 
mention that Mr. Macready is pursuing a 
most triumphant career through the States, 
be has drawn immense houses in all the towns 
he has appeared in, and drawn a large 
amount of dollars out of the pockets of 
Brother Jonathan; he has just finished an 
engagement at Charleston, aud has been 
giving readings from the Shakesperian plays 
at Washington, and have been applauded to 
the echo, and are considered by the literary 
portion of America to be splendid specimens 
of declamation and oratory, as well as un- 
folding a vast amount of critical knowledge 
and appreciation of the beauties of the poet. 
Amongst other marks of respect and admi- 
ration shown to Mr Macready, I may men- 
tion that he received an invitation to the 
President’s levee, which he attended. The 
ridiculous charge against Mr. Macready, 
made by Mr. Forrest, was laughed at by 
the public, and the excitement regarding it 
has quite died away. It is much to be 
regretted that the only great actor left 











Sr © ©7_.YFSDBwH wh WwW 
































ee ae aS OS ae S.C UL! CUCU 


2 
3 
L 
) 


ft 












ett SOON 5 TE 


bette ie 


THE 





THBATRIC 


AL JOURNAL. 15 








should so soon have determined to quit the 
scene of his many triumphs. He has no | 
successor, for the fact must be evident to 
all educated and intellectual persons, that 
such actors as Forrest, Charles Kean, An- 
derson, aud others, are totally unfitted to 
occupy the throne about to be vacated by 
Mr.W.C,. Macready. Let us hope that his 
retirement may yet be delayed.” 








PROVINCIAL. 





LEAMINGTON.— Opening of the New Thea- 
tre; or, Elliston Rooms.—This theatre was 
opened on Monday night, and the house was 
a most thronged one evincing to certain 
“ sticklers ” against such amusements that 
their sway in this fashionable watering-place 
is not unbounded in Leamington. Buck- 
stone and Mrs. Fitzwilliam are announced 
to appear on Saturday, the 10th inst.; and 
on Tuesday next M. Jullien wields his baton 
on the stage of this beautiful theatre. The 
prologue was followed by the comedy of 
“The Wonder,” Mr. Wallack as Don Feliz, 
Mr. Webster as Lissardo, and Mrs. Glover 
as Flora. The character of Donna Violante 
was most ably sustained by Miss Frank- 
land; and at the conclusion of the comedy 
Mr. Wallack was called before the curtain, 
The evening’s entertainment concluded with 
Planche’s laughable comic drama of ‘* Who’s 
Your Friend; or, The Queensbury Fete.” 
The admirable acting of Mrs. Glover, as 
Lady Bab Blazon, and Mr. Webster as Giles 
Fairland, elicited continued and vehement 
signs of approbation, and there is every 
prospect of the caterers for public amuse- 
ment reaping a good harvest from their 
spirited outlay. 

BiRMINGHAM.—The late W. L. Rede’s 
drama of ‘* The Queen’s Bench ” was played 
for the first time at the Theatre Royal in 
this town with immense success. Mr. 
Conway sustained his original character of 
Skyrocket Ned, and was warmly applauded 
for his very clever performance. 


CHELTENHAM.—Miss Dolby, Miss Rans- 
ford, and Mr. Ransford sang with their 
wonted success at two concerts, which took 
place at Cheltenham, on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. A theatrical performance by 
amateurs will also take place here on Thurs- 
day for the benefit of the Female Orphan 
Asylum. 





Iiutt.—The theatre has been well 
attended since our last. Mr. Pritchard has 
given his audience great variety. Miss 
Dorette is becoming a great favourite, which 
shews the tact of the manager in engaging 
fresh talent. 

Dusiixn.—Anderson and Mrs. Warner 
were not attractive, and the theatre has been 
closed, and will continue to be so until 
Easter. 

MANCHESTER.—Mr. Hudson, the Irish 
comedian, and Mr. W. H. Payne the pan- 
tomimist, have been the stars of the past 
week. 

Oxrorp.—Feb. 13.—(From our Special 
Correspondent ).—The concert of the term— 
that of M. Thalberg, took place as announced 
in the last Journal, on Thursday evening, 
at the Star Assembly Room. ‘The talent 
engaged— including the whole of Mr. Beale’s 
party,—rendered a crowded room a matter 
of certainty; and the audience, many of 
whom were standing, ineluded the elite of 
the nobility and gentry of Oxford aad its 
vicinity, who were attracted more perhaps 
by the name of the well-known elder La- 
blache, than by the fame of the great 
pianist. The programme was well selected, 
and, in general, effectively carried out: 
it commenced with Rossini’s quartet, Ah! 
se giusto,” (Tancredi), rendered by Madlle. 
Vera, Miss Bassano, Signor N. Lablache 
and Signor Vera. This was followed by 
Mercadante’s ** Se m’abbandoni,”” (La Di- 
done), given by Miss Bassano with that de- 
lightful taste which always characterises her 
performances, ‘ Se fiato in corpo avete,’* 
from Cimarosa’s “ Il Matrimonio Sigreto,” 
was next given by Signori Lablache and 
N. Lablache, in such admirable manner as 
to meet with a loud encore, which was im- 
mediately complied with. This was the 
first appearance of Signor Nicolai Lablache 
and his reception was most cordial ; he 
possesses a fine barytone voice, which, how- 
ever, requires some little care in the manage- 
ment: he likewise exhibited considerable of 
the vis comica and buffo style, for which his 
great sire is so renowned; yet he can never 
hope to attain the climax arrived at by the 
latter, since he lacks the astonishing phy- 
sique possessed by his father. But the 
space to be devoted to Oxford news being 
filled, are placed hors de combat, and com- 
pelled to defer the continuance of our 





remarks till next week. 
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AMERICAN THEATRICALS. t 


New York Orera Hovusk.—At this fashion- | 
able place of resort, ‘‘ Ermani,’’ ‘* Lucretia Borgia,” 
and ‘‘ Roberto Devereux’’ has been produced with 
moderate success. 

The ‘ Distin Family’ have given their first con- 
cert at the Tabernacle, which was well attended, 
but not so well as their great talents deserved. 

Broapway Tusatre.— The Count of Monte 
Christo ’’ hes proved a mine of wealth to the ma- 
nagement of this house. This piece has already 
had a successful run of two months. 

Bourton’s THeatre.—A great variety of pieces 
have been produced at this favourite abode of Mo- 
mus; amongst others, an adaptation, by Brougham 
(the Irish comedian), of Dickens’s Christmas story 
of ‘The Haunted Man’”’ which has made a great 
hit. ‘* Slasher and Crasher,’’ the ‘‘ Enchanted Isle,’’ 
with the farce of the ‘‘ Irish Engagement,” are 
still in the high tide of success. 

NationaAL THEATRE.— The Indian drama of 
“ Wacausto ’’ is still the rage. 

Mitcueti’s Orympic. — Another “ Haunted 
Man,’’ adapted by a Mr. Walcot, has been pro- 
duced, with the Adelphi farce of ‘‘Slasher and 
Crasher,’’ and the ‘‘ Enchanted Isle,’’ all of which 
are drawing famously. 

Boston Tueatres.—Herr Driesbach, with his 
lions and tigers, are making a great noise at the 
Atheneum. 

A prize play, entitled “‘ Old Job and Jacob Gray ’’ 
is now playing at the Boston Museum. 

*¢ Boston in 1849,” in which a Mrs. Skerratt 
plays the principal part, has created a perfect furore 
at the Lyceum. 

The southern theatres, especially the Orleans and 
Mobile, have been but moderately attended, owing to 
the run on the banks of California, and to the in- 
fluence of the cholera. 

Macreapy AND Forrest.— An attempt has 
been made by some vicious and indiscreet friends of 
Mr. Forrest to revive the dispute that took place 
between him and Macready. Such a movement is 
exceedingly foolish, and much to be depreciated. 
The matter has been disposed of, anc any further 
revival of it would, we are sure, be as disagreeable 
to the two great actors themselves, as it would be 
unpalatable to the public at large. 








OUR CHATTER-BOX. 





Mr. Ransford will give his annual concert this 
year at the Haymarket Theatre on the 26th inst., 
when independently of the musical performance, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. Kean, &c., will appear in a 
favourite comedy. 

Mr. Wm. Farren is engaged at Sheffield, and 
will appear in two of his favourite characters on 
Wednesday and Thursday next. 

Jullien gave his last concert at Sheffield, at the 
Masons’ Hall. It was crowded to excess. 

Miss Helen Faucit has been very successful at 
Edinburgh. She has to appear on the 19th, at 
Dundee, where she is engaged for a few nights. 

It will be in the recollection of our readers that 





we announced some time since the determination of 


Madle.Jenny Lind notagain to appear uponthe stage. 
We derived our information on the subject from the 
most authentic sources; circumstances, however, 
have conspired to defer the loss the public will sus- 
tain by the retirement from the stage of this 
distinguished vocalist. Mr. Lumley has with great 
persuasion, prevailed upon Madle. Lind to forego 
her immediate intention ; she will, consequently, go 
through her range of characters during the 
approaching season, after which her talent will be 
exclusively devoted to the concert-room. Her 
marriage with a nephew of Mrs. Grote, has now, we 
believe, been definitively fixed, and we hear will 
take place previous to her appearance at her 
Majesty’s Theatre. 

Tue Butter Divorce Case.—Philadelphia, 
Jan. 22.—A decision has at length been given in 
the Butler divorce case, by the Judges of the Court 
of Common Pleas of the city and county of Phila- 
delphia. The decree of the court was delivered by 
Judge King, senior judge of the court, and that 
decision is in favour of Mrs. Butler. The docu- 
ment read by the judge is of great length, but the 
whole may be summed up in the following brief 
sentence :—The Court decrees that it will not give 
any final decision in relation to the divorce prayed 
by Pierce Butler against his wife, Frances Anne 
(Fanny Kemble) Butler, and that the matter shali 
and may be sent before a jury in the Court of 
Common Pleas, there to be tried, and final issue 
given. This decree has given evident satisfaction 
to the public of this city. 

Friar Bacon.—On the 11th of June, Roger 
Bacon will have been dead 629 years. The me- 
mory of this philosophical monk deserves to be 
held in eternal remembrance. In scientific dis- 
covery, and true philosophical feeling, he was 
as much before the age in which he lived, as was 
his illustrious namesake and succesor, Lord Bucon, 
before the time of which he wasat once the ever- 
lasting honour and disgrace. Roger Bacon, who 
was born near IIchester, in the county of Somerset, 
in the year 1214, was ungestionably the inventor 
of gunpowder in this country; and also of convex 
and concave lenses. 

Royat Irarran Opera.—All the necessary 
arrangements for the opening have now been com- 
pleted ; all doubts that were in existence heve been 
removed, and the 10th of next month will be the 
opening night. 
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